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Volleyball is back 


Story on page 10 


at NECC! 


Do YOU NEED A 


STUDENT ID? 


The Student Engagement 
Center, located in the Sports and 
Fitness building on the Haverhill 
campus, has walk-in hours from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday thru 
Thursday. Be sure to bring your 
class schedule. 


Umass LOWELL 
ON-THE-SPOT 
TRANSFER 
REGISTRATION IS 
COMING TO NECC 


Events will be held in Law- 
rence on March 4 and in Haver- 
hill on Feb. 12, March 11, April 
22 and May 6. Register now for 
your 15 minute appointment with 
a UMass Lowell Transfer Admis- 
sions representative. If you’re ad- 
mitted, you’ll find out right then 
and there! Direct all inquiries to 
UMass Lowell’s Transfer Admis- 
sions team at Transfer@uml.edu. 


SCHOLARSHIPS CAN 
HELP REDUCE YOUR 
COLLEGE DEBT! 


Students can apply now for a 
scholarship through NECC’s on- 
line system. Visit the website at 
www.necc.mass.edu/scholarships 
and log in with your MyNECC 
ID and password. Information is 
also available by calling Institu- 
tional Advancement at 978-556- 
3629 or by email scholarships@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


DID YOU RECEIVE 
YOUR FINANCIAL 


AID REFUND? 


The first financial aid dis- 
bursement of the Spring term 
was scheduled for Feb. 17. This 
means that if you signed up for an 
eRefund, the funds should appear 
in your bank account by. Feb. 26. 

If you signed up for an elec- 
tronic refund, but did not receive 
it by Feb. 26, then your aid has 
not been disbursed, and you 
should contact the financial aid 
office with any questions. 978- 
556-3650 


MCCC union sees 
some progress in 


contract negotions 
By Mike QUINN 
Correspondent 

The Massachusetts Commu- 
nity College Council consists 
of over 7,000 full and part-time 
faculty and professional staff at 
the 15 Massachusetts community 
colleges. They have been work- 
ing without contracts since June, 
and continue to negotiate with 
the Governor’s office weekly. 
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A tentative agreement 


MCCC President Joseph LeBlanc 
said that the council has recently 
come closer to reaching an agree- 
ment with the state. 

“Our contract expired on June 
30, 2015. We just reached a tenta- 
tive agreement. LeBlanc said the 
agreement would be subject to 
ratification by members on Mon- 
day, Feb. 22. The results were not 
available by the Observer’s press 
time. 

Higher Education statewide 
is feeling the effects of the un- 
determined contracts. Most of 
the community colleges in the 


Professor Amy Callahan 
moderates journalism 
panel at NENPA 
Story on page 9 


i (i ° y ‘ Photos by Kim Whiting 
Above: Winter made a brief appearance earlier this month, causing school to close on Feb. 


5 and Feb. 8 and a delayed, 9 a.m., opening on Feb. 16. Below: By Feb. 22, little evidence 


Se 
SE 


state have followed the union in 
the work to rule tactic. LeBlanc 
has led most of the fight, giving 
NECC the best opportunity to get 
its teachers fair contracts. 

“We’ve done informational 
picketing and have urged stu- 
dents to contact the president to 
encourage him to work to settle 
this contract. We’ve also written 
letters to the editor and posted on 
social media,” he said. “This has 
been the toughest contract to set- 
tle in my ten years as president. 
We are dealing with a challenging 
state administration.” 


Deadpool brings laughs 
despite a clunky, 
dull origin story 

Review on page 12 
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Letter to the editor: paying fora 
semester of classes not taken 


For student Carmen 
Pena, the difficult 
enrollment process 
continues to take a 
toll years later 


Recently, The Observ- 
er received a letter from a 
former Dean’s List student 
about her enrollment expe- 
rience. Reading it made me 
recall all of the trouble I had 
with my own application 
last year. The system does 
seem to be unnecessarily 
complicated and may even 
prohibit some people from 
attending who would oth- 
erwise like to attend school. 
The enrollment process and 
application for financial aid 
is mired with deadlines and 
redundancies and has a se- 
cret language of its own that 
is not easy for the eg 
person to understand. The 
system can seem so intim- 
idating and mysterious that 


successful navigation of 
the enrollment process may 
qualify for alle e credit 
in and of itself. Taxes and 
pay-stubs and employment 
verification or unemploy- 
ment verification or un- 
der-employment _ verifica- 
tion. Parents’ employment 
verification, address, edu- 
cation level and marital sta- 
tus. Immunization records 
and health insurance waiv- 
er. The list of requirements 
seems endless! I imagine it 
would be especially formi- 
dable for anyone with a lan- 
guage barrier or who lacks 
easy access to records. I 
am not sure if there is any- 
thing that we can do to help 
Carmen, but the Observer 
would like to hear your ad- 
vice. We also want to hear 
your enrollment _ stories, 
good or bad. Do you think 
the system is overwhelm- 
ing or unnecessarily com- 
plicated? Do you feel that 
the students have the nec- 
essary support available to 
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successfully navigate the 

system? 
Here is Carmen’s letter in 
Il: 


To whom it may con- 


cern es 

_ Back in 2010 I reg- 
istered myself online 
in order to attend col- 
eae Shortly after that 
I found out that Fafsa 
didn’t get me any funds 
in order to attend col- 
lege, so it was impossi- 
ble for me to attend. Af- 
ter the semester started 
I received a letter from 
NECC withdrawing me 
for non-attendance by 
professors. I thought 
everything was fine, but 
when I filed my taxes 
I found out that it was 
not. DOR sent my re- 
fund to NECC because 
I ‘owed’ tuition money 
to NECC. On the previ- 
ous semester (fall 2009 


I refuse to pay for something 
that I don’t owe. 
- Carmen Pena 


I was on the Dean’s list 
(Criminal Justice), so I 
wasn’t wasting my time 
and the goverment’s 
money. I tried multi- 
ple times to_ resolve 
this issue resolved and 
nothing. I even went to 
Haverhill campus with 
the letter that I received 
from NECC that those 
classes were withdrawn 
and the outcome was 
negative. They told me 
that this was too old to 
help me, that I needed 
to pay back. My ques- 
tion 1s: so, this is too 
old in order for me to 


get help, but not to take 
my income tax refund? 

Can someone help me 
please? An appointment 
with someone that can 
help me? 

I haven’t filed m 
state taxes since 201 
because I refuse to pay 
for something that | 
don’t owe. A phone call 
to explain to me this sit- 
uation. ; 

am begging you for 

elp. 


ank you, 
Carmen 


Roaming Reporter 


Who 1s an / 


ican-American 


that inspires you? 


“Ella Fitzgerald.” 


RACHEL TORRES 
Liberal Arts 


“Martin Luther 
King, Jr.” 
MELANIE PEicotr 

Liberal Arts 


“Denzel Washington.” 


ARMANDO BELLIARD-HARMON 
Theater 


“Maya Angelou.” 


ABIGAIL SEABROOK 
Theater 


“Wayne Brady.” 


NATALIE SCOTT 
Liberal Arts 


“Harriet Tubman.” 


JON GRAY 
Theater 
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Save your hard 
earned money and 
make yourself happy 


ByYRACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 

With today’s abundance of 
beauty treatment centers, it’s 
hard to believe that people used 
to polish their own fingernails 
and tweeze each other’s eye- 
brows in the kitchen. Although 
salons and spas are forced to 
compete for our business, even 
with coupons and package deals, 
sometimes the prices still seem 
outrageous. Many of these ex- 
pensive treatments can be done 
at home with products from your 
local drugstore, supermarket or 
beauty supply store. 

Sure, it will take much lon- 
ger to do it yourself, but if you 
collect your supplies before our 
next snowstorm, you could have 
a ball and one heck of a spa day. 
Not to mention you’ll be saving 
a ton of money. 


_ Some of the supplies you 
will need for your spa day may 
already be in your house or can 
be purchased at Dollar Tree or 
Sally Beauty Supply (for single 
application sizes). If you take the 
most frugal approach, you could 
pull this off for around $10-15. 
Here’s what you’ll need. 


For clarifying and condi- 
tioning treatment 

-Clarifying shampoo or sugar 
scrub and a basic shampoo 

-Deep conditioner or hair 
cholesterol 

-Shower cap or plastic bag 


For beach wave style 

-7-10 hair clamps 

-Styling foam or a spray bot- 
tle with warm water and sea salt 

-Hair spray 


For basic facial 
-Gentle cleanser 
-Scrub or mask 
-Wash cloth 
-Moisturizer 


For Basic manicure 

-Plastic bowl (one that your 
hand fits in) 

-Hand soap or shampoo 

-Nail clippers 

-File or emery boards 

-Oil or specified cuticle oil 


P 


Opinion 


-Polish 

Top coat 

Polish remover 

White, cotton gloves or a 
clean pair of socks 


For spa pedicure 

-A plastic dish pan 

-Hand soap or specified foot 
soak 

-Toenail clippers or large file 

-Callous file 

-Nail buffer 

-Toe separators or strip of 
cotton 

-Polish 

-Top coat 

-Polish remover 

-Scrub 

-Towels 

-Socks 


Now that you have your sup- 
plies, set up your playlist and 
get your spa day going. Best 
beauty tip: To make a versatile 
scrub (exfoliating product) that 
is safe for hair and skin you can 
create a mixture of granulated 
sugar or sea salt with any type of 
oil. Scrub recipes can be found 
at www.beauty.about.com or a 
number of other web sites. Just 
remember, skin that has been 
treated with a scrub should be 
moisturized immediately. 


Clarifying and 
Deep Conditioning 


Step one: Wet hair thoroughly 
without shampooing. 

Step two: Avoiding the scalp, 
apply your scrub to sections of 
hair in a downward stroking mo- 
tion only (about ten times per 
section). Try not to scrape the 
product horizontally or back and 
forth as this could damage the 
outer (cuticle) layer of the hair 
strand. Think of the shingles on 
your roof; if you put too much 
pressure in an upward motion, 
they will break or come off. 
Once you have worked the prod- 
uct through all the sections, it’s 
time to rinse and shampoo. 

Step three: On towel dried 
hair, apply a liberal amount of 
your deep conditioner from scalp 
to ends. If you tend to have a dry, 
itchy scalp massaging it with the 
product will help to ease those 
symptoms. Remember to use the 
pads of your fingers and not your 
fingernails. 

Step four: Once your hair is 


covered with the conditioner, 
cover it with your shower cap or 
plastic bag and secure it closed 
with one of your hair clamps. 
The cap or bag will keep in the 
natural heat from your scalp and 
will allow for better absorption 
of the product. Feel free to leave 
it on as long you want. As far as 
I’m concerned, there is no such 
thing as over-conditioning. Es- 
pecially in the winter. However 
when you’ re ready, go ahead and 
rinse. On second thought, now 
that your hair is all wrapped up 
and out of the way, let’s get go- 
ing on your facial. 


Basic Facial 


Step one: Wash your face 
gently and dry thoroughly. 

Step two: If you are using a 
mask, apply to your face avoid- 
ing the eyelids and mouth. For 
an _ authentic spa experience, 
you could apply cucumber slices 
to your eyelids. 

Step three: According to 
manufacturer’s directions, leave 
on for recommended time. 

If you are using your home- 
made scrub, gently massage 
your face with the product 
(avoid your eyelids and mouth) 
and leave it on for desired length 
of time. 

Step four: Soak a washcloth 
in warm water and ring out ex- 
cess water. 

Step five: Place wash cloth 
loosely on face. This will help 
loosen the product. 

Step six: Gently wipe the 
product away and apply your 
moisturizer 

Now you’re ready to rinse 
your hair or jump in the shower. 


Beach Wave 
Hairstyle 


Step one: Apply styling foam 
or homemade sea salt spray to 
towel dried hair. 

Step two: Take sections of 
hair with a 2”X 2” base and twist 
it around loosely until it even- 
tually forms a bun shape and se- 
cure it with a clamp. 

Step three: Once you have 
set all your hair in your clamps, 
allow to dry. ( this would be a 
good time for your mani/pedi). 

Step four: After your hair is 
dry, simply remove the clamps 
and loosen up the buns with your 
fingers. Hair spray can be ap 


Let's compare some prices of popular salon services 


Treatment 


Basic manicure 


Clarify and conditioning treatment for hair 


Salon DIY 


Spa pedicure $20-S60 


= 
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Tutorial: Do-it-yourself spa day 


peer ae 


Photo byRachael Sarcione 


Basic manincure and pedicure supplies purchased at 
Sally Beauty Supply for just under $12. 


plied if desired. 
Spa Pedicure 


Step one: Fill a dish pan about 
halfway with warm soapy water 
and soak both feet at the same 
time. (Usually 15-20 minutes). 

Step two: Take out the foot 
you're working on but let the 
other one stay in the water. It’s 
fun to keep switching. Trim 
toenails to desired length and 
smooth edges with a file. 

Step three: If your bottoms 
of your feet are not extremely 
calloused, you can smooth the 
rough spots with a small, block 
buffer. However, some of us will 
require a large file with a handle. 
Be careful not to file too hard as 
you can cause a friction burn. 

Step four: Massage each foot 
with your scrub and rinse off. 

Step five: Apply a liberal 
amount of moisturizer to your 
feet and cover with socks while 
you do your manicure. Don’t 
worry about the polish, we’ll get 
to that later. 


Manicure 
Step one: Fill your small 


(hand sized) container with 
warm, soapy water. Soak one 


hand while you channel surf or 
take selfies with the other. 

Step two: Trim fingernails to 
desired length and smooth edges 
with a file. 

Repeat steps one and two on 
the other hand. 

Step three: Wet your hands 
and gently massage both at the 
same time with your scrub. 
Rinse hands thoroughly and dry. 

Step four: If desired, a small 
amount of oil can be massaged 
into the cuticles. 

Step five: Apply a liberal 
amount of hand cream or mois- 
turizer to your hands and cover 
them with a clean pair of socks 
or white cotton gloves for any 
length of time. 

Step six: When you're ready, 
separate your toes with cotton or 
foam separators and apply your 
polish to toes and fingers. The 
base (clear) coat will prevent 
the nails from being stained, two 
coats of the colored polish and 
then one top (clear) coat. I prefer 
Sally Hansen’s “Dries Instantly” 
top coat. 

Step seven: If you have trou- 
ble staying inside the lines, you 
can put some polish remover on 
a cotton swab and erase the un- 
wanted polish from your skin. 

Wow, you look amazing! 


Beach wave hairstyle $15-$80 


Photo by 


chael af 


from Dollar Tree are used to create a fun, beach wave look 


that is easy to create at home. 
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Case closed 
on the 
missing 
papers 


Observer staff previ- 
ously reported on several 
hundred Observers stolen 
from newsstands in De- 
cember. | ’ 

Security was notified 
and an investigation was 
opened. On Feb. 4, The 

server received a final 
response from the Dean 
of Enrollment Services, 
Tina Favara, regarding 
the outcome of this case. 
According to Favara, 
“The Public Safety Of- 
fice was able to provide a 
tentative ID of the alleged 
parties. One individual is 
not currently attendin 
NECC. A Dean’s hol 
was subsequently placed 


What is Student Senate?) 


An NECC 


on that student’s account 
and the individual will 
not be allowed to return 
as a student until their 
involvement is fully ad- 
judicated in accordance 
with the Student Code of 
Conduct. The parties re- 
maining as students have 
had their cases adjudicat- 
ed and the matter is now 
closed.” 

Observer staff is_ sat- 
isfied to leave the issue 
there on the assumption 
that this is an isolated 
incident. Further theft of 
Observer issues will be 
reported directly to the 
Haverhill Police Depart- 
ment. 


‘ 


which 


* exists to facilitate the transaction of 
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ValleyWorks Career Center 


EBRUARY JC 


Thursday, February 25, 2016 


10:00 am to 1:00 pm 


Location: 


Northern Essex Community College 
Hartleb Technology Building 


100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 


Directions: www goose com/maps 
nated Area 


Parking: Free Parkin 


Presented by 


alleyWiirks 


Career Center 


www valleyworks.¢c 


Journalism 2 student explains 
student government. 


By HANNAH TARR 
Correspondent 

Getting involved on campus is not as diffi- 
cult as it may seem. Joining the Student Senate 
is just one example of a good way to expand 
one’s participation at NECC. 

The Senate meets every Wednesday from 3 
p-m. to 5 p.m. in Room 112 of the A building 
on the Haverhill campus and Room 244 of the 
L building on the Lawrence campus. 

As of the spring 2016 semester, the Senate 
currently holds nine members: Chad Gorham, 
president; Jennifer Assenza, vice president of 
Lawrence; Grant Bellino, vice president of 
Haverhill; Hannah Benning, secretary; Victo- 
ria Gonzalez, treasurer; Ray Florent, parlia- 
mentarian; Nate Miller, programming chair of 
Haverhill; Sara Ramirez, programming chair 
of Lawrence; and Jasmine Polanco, marketing 
chair. 

“Every semester new people join and old 
members return,” said Miller. 

Running for a position is quite simple. The 
Student Engagement Center has petitions for 
the spring 2016 semester. 

To complete the nomination petition, the 
student must obtain 20 signatures from current 
students within their major. 

For consideration, the completed petition 
must be turned in no later than noon on Feb. 
5. During Senate meetings, the members are 
required to follow a set of guidelines in order 
for meetings and nominations to run smooth- 
ly. This is called the Parliamentary Procedure, 


business and to promote cooperation and har- 
mony. Policy groups and governing bodies can 
use this resource as a guide for implementing 


parliamentary procedures for running effective }¥ 


meetings.” 


Students wanting to start their own clubs on | 
campus must contact the Senate and pitch their 


club ideas to them. 

“Previous senators like to hear and meet the 
clubs before they approve them,” said Dina 
Brown, the senate advisor. 

The senate is in charge of approving or dis- 
approving new clubs on campus. 

“$250 is the maximum amount of money the 
school can provide to new clubs,” said Brown. 

At the meeting on Jan. 27, an anime/manga 
club was pitched to the senate. 


During the pitching process, the members | 


of the new club were asked questions by the 
members on the Senate about how they plan on 
recruiting other members and where and when 
they intend on holding the club meetings. 


Some of the positions now held by members 
on the nate were actually just nominated at last 


week’s meeting. 


“Each member cannot hold more than one [| 


position,” said Brown. 


Each semester the members may either keep [5 


their positions or get nominated for another po- 
sition and may or may not accept. 


* Student Senate President Chad Gorham is 
also the Campus Life editor of the NECC Ob- 


Server. 


Where to find security: 
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By Pat McManus 


. William Smith and Don Mul- 
lan both come from extremely 
different cultural backgrounds 
and both have overcome tremen- 
dous obstacles in order to develop 
a bond as they both strive for the 
goal of race amity. Amity means 
friendship, and race amity is de- 
fined as the relationships formed 
between people of different races 

On Tuesday, Feb. 16, both 
Smith and Mullan held a presen- 
tation at NECC’s Lawrence Cam- 
pus to discuss a view on race that 
is rarely discussed in history text- 
books. The event was open to the 
public and focused on the posi- 
tive relationships between races 
instead of the negative relation- 
ships that are often portrayed viv- 
idly in high schools and colleges 
throughout the United States. 
Their focus is to teach students 
that this country was formed by 
both positive and negative con- 
nections between people of dif- 


ferent races. 

Smith, also known as Smit- 
ty, met Don Mullan in 2014 and 
referred to the duo as “brothers 
from another mother.” 

Born in South Carolina, Smith 
is a Vietnam veteran who broke 
racial barriers as a Division I foot- 
ball player in the South for North 
Carolina’s Wake Forest Universi- 
ty, and the producer and co-writ- 
er of a PBS documentary called 
“The Invisible Soldiers: Unheard 
Voices,” which described rela- 
tionships. between people such as 
Harriet Tubman and Thomas Gar- 
rett as well as Frederick Douglass 
and Daniel O’Connell. 

Harriet Tubman was a great 
leader in the anti-slavery move- 
ment. She helped countless slaves 
escape from the South via the Un- 
derground Railroad. What many 
people don’t realize is that Thom- 
as Garrett, a white Quaker from 
Pennsylvania housed over 2,700 


slaves throughout his lifetime in 
order to assist Harriet Tubman 

Frederick Douglass escaped 
slavery to become a strong sup- 
porter of the abolition movement. 

In 1845 Frederick Douglass 
went to Ireland to meet a man 
named Daniel O’Connell. In 
1845 the Great Potato Famine 
was killing off many people in 
the poor Irish communities as 
they lost over half the population. 
Frederick Douglass interviewed 

Daniel O’Connell and wrote 
back to America about how the 
Irish were being persecuted the 
same way that the slaves were be- 
ing persecuted for years in Amer- 
ica. 

Smith said, “The great thing 
about America is we are every- 
body, we are everywhere.” 

He believes that the cultural 
differences in America are what 
make us great and should not di- 
vide us. “It’s amazing how much 
human capital we waste,” he said. 

Mullan is a Northern Ireland 
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Spotlight: Race amity 


civil tights veteran and an activist 
focused on the infamous “Bloody 
Sunday,” where 13 people died 
and 14 others were injured. He 
wrote a bestselling book entitled 
“The Truth,” and also attended 
Nelson Mandela’s inauguration. 

Mullan dealt with many situ- 
ations that turned several of his 
friends violent. He stayed true to 
himself as a nonviolent activist. 
He has seen how violence can not 
only affect people directly, but 
can also affect every person that 
surrounding the victim. 

He described being in the vor- 
tex of “Bloody Sunday,” being a 
15-year-old boy and seeing peo- 
ple he knew getting shot, bullets 
viciously ricocheting off the brick 
wall behind him, watching as one 
of his best friends collapsed at his 
feet, and running as fast and as far 
as he could away from the scene. 

He also talked about how 
the media misinformed the en- 
tire world on the events that oc- 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 
Club members play a round of “What’s That Weapon?” 


Welcome Anime Club 


By KELLy ScHwinc 
News Editor 

The Anime Club has been approved 
by Student Senate and is now in session 
Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m. in E 369. The 
Observer sat in on the club’s Feb. 17 
meeting to see what it is all about. 

Ray Florent, parliamentarian of the 
NECC Student Senate, said, “This is one 
of the most energetic, friendly clubs on 
campus.” He and a few other senators 
have been stopping by the past few weeks 
to check out how things are going. 

As part of the Senate, Florent has seen 
this club go from an idea on paper to a 
functional group. At the last Senate meet- 
ing of the Fall semester, the Anime Club 
brought their declaration before the Sen- 
ate. The Senate approved funding for the 
club on Jan. 27 at their first meeting. 

The club has met three times since 
getting their charter. Originally, they 
were meeting in room E155, but due to a 
scheduling conflict, they were moved to a 
smaller space in E369. 

Jennifer Lebron, club president, ex- 
plained that there were three separate ini- 
tiatives to start an anime club of sorts. Ja- 
son Almanzar, vice president, Cassie Stell, 
treasurer, and Lebron all had their own at- 
tempts in the works to form anime clubs. 

“There were three groups of people 
trying to make anime clubs,” said Lebron, 
“and then we all found each other, came 
together and made this one.” 

The club draws crowds of upwards of 


20 students and alumni. 

Troy Lamontagne graduated NECC 
last spring, but comes back to visit friends 
and take part in the club and its activities. 

“T wanted to see what all the hubbub 
was about,” said Kira Yarid. “I’m a huge 
fan of digital art.” She said she likes her an- 
ime “out there for out there’s sake,” leaning 
towards the “toonier” stuff, she said. 

The club is hoping to make and sell 
T-shirts to raise money for trips to Anime 
Boston or ComicCon. Different members 
of the club are trying their hands at differ- 
ent designs they think would represent the 
club well. At the beginning of the meet- 
ing, members showed off their artwork as 
their peers gave supportive critiques and 
made excitable noises. Stell handed out 
different manga to members of the club 
to go through. Club members spoke about 
their favorite characters and plot lines 
among themselves while the officers of 
the club got the main activity set up. 

The main activity was called “What’s 
That Weapon?” a slideshow game that 
Stell had created. The club was broken up 
into teams and asked to identify weapons 
that belong to characters in iconic anime 
storylines.“What’s That Weapon?” filled 
the room with the competitive, fun energy 
that Florent had been raving about. 

Lebron said that they are trying to have 
a line of succession to keep the club go- 
ing. If one of the officers graduates, they 
want to ensure they’ re club will be passed 
on with the same direction. 


curred on that day and that it took 


them 25 years to get the truth out 
to the public. 

Mullan believes “that every 
human being has a contribution 
to make.” 

Out of all the extraordinary 
things that Mullan has done 
throughout his lifetime, he claims 
his greatest highlight was getting 
to meet and interview one of his 
idols Rosa Parks in 1998. The 
most important question he asked 
her was, “What is the best advice 
she can give to young people?” 

Her answer was made in four 
simple points: get a good educa- 
tion, try to better yourself, look 
after your health and always treat 
people right. 

Linda Meccouri, who is a fac- 
ulty member at NECC and one of 
the primary contributors to put- 
ting the event on, said, “Anything 
that shows how people come to- 
gether from different races and 
backgrounds, that’s what inter- 
ests me.” 


CREDITS: The transfer dictionary shows which of your credits will transfer 
to UMass Lowell. uml.edu/transferdictionary 


REQUIREMENTS: Find out more at uml.edu/requirementsbymajor 


CASH: UMass Lowell provided $145 million in financial aid last year and 
met 91% of demonstrated need. There are merit scholarships available for 


transfer students, too. uml.edu/scholarships 


HOUSING & CAMPUS LIFE: You won't want to miss all that's happening 
on campus— Division | athletics, suite-style residences, great food and events. 


uml.edu/reslife 


CONNECT WITH US! 
uml.edu/transfer 


es trarisfer@uml.edu or 978-934-3931 


facebook.com/umitransfer 
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Student-directed ‘Edges’ takes the stage 


Quirky yet somber 
“Edges” is relatable to all 


who watch 
By Repecca WESTERMAN 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The production of “Edges,” student-di- 
rected by Geehae Moon, took the stage 
from Feb. 19 to 21 in the Hawrylciw 
Theater. The whimsical play is nonlinear, 
breaking the traditional archetype of the 
three-act structure that most productions 
follow. 

It also breaks the fourth wall, inviting 
the audience to be their Facebook friend 
in the song “Friend 505” which features 
a catchy tune about how today’s society 
views social media friendships and the 
quirky humor of being friends online with 
someone who you maybe aren’t particular- 
ly fond of in real life. 

“Edges” is all about self-discovery; 
both young and old can relate to its themes. 
A more interesting aspect of it, is the lack 
of plot in the script. Instead of having well 
developed character outlines with names, 
the success of the performance relies heav- 
ily on the actors’ portraying these real life 
anecdotes to the audience in moments 
where anyone has been in. 

The cast ended up changing the script to 
fit the life of the actual actors. 

Hunter Gouldthorpe, one of the actors, 
works at CVS, which prompted the cast to 


fit the song more to him. The song in ques- 
tion, is about how CVS is ‘where dreams 
go to die’ because the character is dream- 
ing of a life far beyond being a cashier and 
imagining a world of new invention. 

“For me, this show really kind of 
showed me who I was in a way because 
working at CVS, and yes I actually work 
at CVS, I felt stuck. 

“The schedule changes every week and 
I don’t know when I’m working, when I’m 
not, so finally being in the show, I felt at 
home and I felt wanted and I need to start 
taking steps to make a more solid schedule 
so I can do more of this and not be stuck 
behind the counter,” said Gouldthorpe. 

There are many different themes and 
experiences in the script: for example, 
the song about poor Jorge the gerbil and 
growing from small mistakes is, of course, 
a theme anyone can relate to, whether it be 
that you accidentally kill your class pet to 
accidentally crashing your dad’s car. 

Another prevalent theme in the play is 
the sting of both rejection and heartbreak. 
In one song, the theme of running away 
from a seemingly perfect guy and then fi- 
nally falling for one, only to have him run 
off is both ironic and relatable for many 
people in the college age. 

“T realized that | had so much in com- 
mon with these songs I was singing. I fi- 
nally feel like I’m back on track to who 
I wanted to grow to be as a person,” said 
Kendra Jones, an actress and student at 
NECC: 


Framingham State University 
is Transfer Friendly. 


If you are thinking about transferring from a community college or another university, 
explore your options and attend an information session for transfer students on: 


Saturday, March 5 


2016 at 10:00 a.m. 


Framingham State University - McCarthy Center 


Learn about the transfer admission process and also: 


« Discover opportunities at FSU 


+ Speak with Admissions Counselors 


+ Tour our beautiful New England campus 


For more information and to register online go to www.Framingham.edu/visit 


or call 508-626-4934. 


Affordable, convenient, 
and focused on you. 


Framingham 
State University 


was real- 
ly eae with 
what I wanted to do, 
and what I wanted 
to be, so go figure, 
the first time she 
(Moon) gave us all 
of these songs I was 


like ‘she’s killing 
me!’ because I re- 
alized 


“T had so much 
in common with 
these songs that | 
was singing about, 
and it feels good 
to let that go,” said 
Jones. 

The play jumps 
around from comi- 


Photo by Alexander Balzano 


cal to somber, withThe cast of “Edges” (clockwise from left): Kendra Jones, 
songs that can beHunter Gouldthorpe, Erin Lehner and Sarah Bird. 


universally applied 
to any aspect of life for the audience. 

Perhaps the most impressive part about 
“Edges” is that it is entirely student-direct- 
ed by Geehae Moon and Assistant Director 
Christian Doyle. 

Moon has been very busy in the theatre 
at NECC; from performances since 2009 
to designing lights and creating costumes, 
she has been very involved. 

“I’ve directed some one-acts, last year 
I directed “The Vagina Monologues.” 
I’ve tried to get my hands on as much as 
I can. I’d wanted to direct a musical for a 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 
Actress Sarah Bird singing a number with Kendra 


Jones in the background. 


long time, we ended up choosing this one 
because it was a small cast, and it also is 
geared for the college aged audience in 
that it deals with a lot of themes of “who 
am I?’ and ‘who do I wanna be?,’ “what am 
I afraid of?’ and ‘what is stopping me from 
achieving my goals?’ 

“It’s something that’s been on my radar 
for awhile,” said Moon. 

From her own personal experiences and 
sometimes doubts, “Edges” really spoke to 
her on a personal level as well as the rest 
of the cast. 

“Working in theatre, you kind of always 
have that fear of ‘am | 
good enough to do this, 
do I have what it takes 
to make it, do I have a 
voice, does what I have 
to say worth anything?’ 
You find a lot of those 
— at themes in the show. 
da \\ They’re general 
, \ enough that you can ap- 
a ply them to anything. I 
definitely connect to the 
material,” said Moon. 

One of the most re- 
warding parts for Moon 
was being able to sit 
back and watch all the 
rehearsals and _ plans 
come to life before her 
eyes on stage. 

She had intended 
to take a lot of notes in 
the final dress rehearsals 
before the actual perfor- 
mance and give more 
feedback, and found 
herself caught up in 
moments which is ex- 
actly what she wanted, 
she said. 

“I think ‘Edges’ is 
the kind of show where 
you have to see it in or- 
der to really understand 
what it’s about. 

“It’s not something 
that has a through line; 
it doesn’t have a story 
that goes beginning, 
middle to end, it’s just 
little bits and clips 
that are thematically 
linked,” said Moon. 

News Editor Kelly 
Schwing contributed to 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman this story. 
Erin Lehner’s character sings about hating his ex in 


a comedic tune called “In Short.” 


| 
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Opinion: Best Haverhill eateries 


Where to go fora 
bite to eat if you 
don t feel like Jitters 


By Saran Co.pitts 


Correspondent 

NECC students are seeking 
places to eat beyond Jitters, the 
school café. 

With many local restaurants 
and cafés within 3 miles of cam- 
pus, commuter students can ex- 
plore the town and ex- 


music 
pand their palettes. i ee a Perhaps a 
Journalism/Com- pizza or sub | 

munication major Kat- a8 , is exactly 
erina Zacharopoulos Id be willing to drive off campus. what you’re 
said “I'd be willing = Katerina Zacharopoulos looking for, 
to drive off campus to try Mediter- 
eat if it was for a sat- ranean Piz- 
isfying and affordable za and Subs 
meal.” Restaurant 


Kyle Wood, anoth- 
er Journalism/Communication 
student, said, “I’m willing to 
drive 15 minutes if I have to.” 

Azzi’s Café, located at 252 
Main St. in Haverhill, is just 1.7 
miles off campus. 

The café offers an authen- 
tic array of Lebanese cuisine all 
made from scratch. Breakfast and 


Jitters: the on-campus food o 


Students weigh in on 
Jitters’ offerings and 


what might improve 
By Ricky GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 

While Jitters Café offers a va- 
riety of items on 
their grab-and- 
go style menu, 
very few are hot 
items. 

Barry Tow- 
le, the manager 
at Jitters, said, 
“Tt would love 
to offer more 
hot items on the 
menu, but I lack the equipment 
and facilities to do so... I hope af- 
ter the construction is completed 
I can offer more hot items to all of 
the customers.” 

Towle has been in the position 
since NexDine took over the café 


lunch selections are priced under 
$10. 

Lebanese options are available 
such as falafel, kafta or kibbee 
with rice and salad. Azzi’s also 
offers a classic American break- 
fast with fresh made home fries 
and eggs. 

If pressed for time, Jitters is a 
convenient option for students. 
Zacharopoulos said “Sometimes 
when I’m running late I grab 
something from the café.” Still, 


due to the limited hot meal op- 
tions, Zacharopoulos said, “It’s 
almost as if you’re forced to get a 
slice of pizza everyday.” 

Jitters Café has hot lunch op- 
tions including soup, subs and 
Papa Gino’s pizza. 

The pizzas are delivered daily 
and kept warm by a heat lamp. 


in the fall of 2013 and brings for- 
ty-five years of experience along 
with him. 

The café has most of its food 
come from an external site three 
times a week and pizza is deliv- 
ered daily by Papa Gino’s. The 
“deal of the week” is prepared 


I would love to offer more hot items. 


- Barry Towle 


daily on site by Towle. As food 
nears going out of date, it is do- 
nated to the less fortunate. 
Lucien Gray, a Liberal Arts 
major, said, “I like the bagels and 
pizza they have but a lot of the 
stuff they have is a little pricey so 


Another option off campus for 
a fresh hot meal is Tacos Lupita. 
Located at 194 River St in Haver- 
hill, only 2.7 miles off campus. 

Offering Mexican and Latin 
American lunches priced under 
$10. Enjoy a roasted pork burri- 
to, carne asada tacos or a chicken 
quesadilla. 

Wood said, “Tacos Lupita has 
a very authentic Mexican feel to 
it ... the employees speak Span- 
ish, and they’ 


located at 
61 Kenoza Ave in Haverhill, 1.5 
miles off campus. Options like 
Hawaiian, Greek, Texas Style or 
Southern BBQ pizza are all of- 
fered. 

First year Journalism/Commu- 
nication major student Francisco 
Tejada said, “Mediterranean Piz- 
za is a really good deal. They’re 


I don’t get it a lot of the time. The 
bagels are only a dollar, so that’s 
a plus.” 

Cristine Desouza, a nursing 
major, said, “I like to sit in the 
café and study in between class- 
es, but I wish that they would 
offer more options instead of just 
pizza and burgers.” 

Jitters is open 
Monday through 
Friday during the 
day from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and Monday 
through Thursday 


during the after- 
noon from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 


Jitters is current- 
ly in the Spurk building in room 
111. The café will be moved tem- 
porarily for the duration of con- 
struction, but the location has yet 
to be decided. With a smile on his 
face, Towle said, “I can’t wait for 
the new and improved Jitters.” 


re playing Spanish 


EF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Heartier meals like Chicken Valentino might be something 
students get at a local restaurant. 


always consistent with the food 
quality and the employees are al- 
ways helpful and nice.” 

For students with early classes 
and hungry bellies, Raff’s Café is 
serving up traditional American 
breakfast under $10. 


Located 2 miles off campus 
at 620 Primrose St in Haverhill. 
Try homemade cornbread bene- 
dict, french toast, pancakes with 
whipped cream and strawberries, 
or a smoked shoulder omelet with 
toast and home fries. 


pt1i80n 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Jitters runs different specials on different days and they 
can be found on these menu boards. 


The above pictures show what is offered at Jitters, including pizza, subs, salads and other snacks for students and faculty. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
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Student finally pursues lifelong goal 


Single mom pursues 
dream of being a sign 
language interpreter 


By SHAINA RICHARDS 


Features Editor 

Taryn Decker is a Deaf Stud- 
ies major in her second semester 
at NECC. She is 30 years old and 
a single mom, taking five classes 
and working part time. She some- 
how manages to balance all of 
these things and keep an optimis- 
tic attitude while she does so. 

Decker realized what her 
dream job was when she was at 
Portsmouth High School in New 
Hampshire. 

While she was attending, they 
added a program for deaf stu- 
dents which had interpreters and 
also offered classes. She took 
two classes, which she did well 
in, and found out that she loved 
the culture. She knew then it was 
what she wanted to do. 

“My dream for 15 years has 
been to be a sign language in- 
terpreter,” she said. This is her 
fourth time trying college. 

Thirteen years ago, she came 


to NECC because of the Deaf 


Studies program because the col- 
lege was and still is affiliated with 
Gallaudet University in Washing- 
ton D.C. She knew that meant it 
was a really strong program be- 
cause they don’t just give that af- 
filiation to anybody. 

Life took an unexpected turn 
when she got pregnant during 
her first semester at NECC.She 
quickly realized she was unable 
to keep up with the course work 
due to being sick and exhausted. 


She was going to be a single mom 
and had to accept that it was no 
longer the right time to her to pur- 
sue her education. 

She tried going back to school 
online twice but was pursuing 
things she wasn’t really passion- 
ate about, like psychology and 
medical billing and coding. 

“All I got was more student 
loan debt and nothing to show for 
it,” she said. 


graduating from the Deaf Studies 
program, but she has to complete 
prerequisites in order to get into 
the program. As she takes care of 
those classes, she is considered a 
General Studies major working 
towards Deaf Studies. This fall, 
she will actually be in the Deaf 
Studies program. Her goal is to 
graduate in May of 2018. 

Decker said that when she first 
came to NECC 13 years ago, she 
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My dream for 15 years has been to be a 
sign language interpreter. 
- Taryn Decker 


eS 


She later got married and had 
two more children. Five years 
ago, she got a divorce. Once 
again, she is a single mom, but 
now with three kids at ages 5, 7 
and 11 years old. Now that her 
youngest child is in kindergarten, 
she decided since she’s no longer 
paying for daycare and has the 
time, she is going to try again. 

“T want my kids to see that 
even if the dream gets put on hold 
for a little bit and doesn’t turn out 
exactly the way you want it to, 
you can still do it,” she said. 

As part of her time at NECC, 
Decker also works part time at 
the Bentley library on campus. 
She started working there last 
fall. 

“T love it,” she said. “I get to 
just smile and talk to people all 
day.” 

Decker came with the goal of 


didn’t care enough to actually 
strive to do the best she could do. 
Instead, she was more worried 
about passing her classes and 
getting to the next level without 
putting in too much effort. This 
time, she says that’s going to be 
different. 

“I want my grades to reflect 
how much I care about being 
here,” she said. 

Although she is enthusiastic 
about the work, she admitted it 
can be challenging at times when 
her kids ask her to play with them 
and she has to tell them no be- 
cause she has homework to do. 

They are seeing the sacrifices 
that she has to make to be in col- 
lege now, whereas if she had done 
it before, she would have time to 
be with them and focus on them 
instead of worrying about writing 
a five-page paper due the next 


day. 

“That part I do regret, that I 
can’t pay as much attention to 
them,” she said. 

Her secret to balancing being a 
single mother, working part time, 
taking five classes and getting 
straight A’s is “very little sleep.” 

“The thing is that I actually 


Photo b 
Single mom Taryn Decker wearing her usual appy smile 


in the Observer staff room. 


Shaina Richards 


love it. Any time I say ‘Oh, I have | 
to write a paper,’ I’m excited to | 
write that paper. I’m excited to do | 
my math homework. I have never | 
been happier in my entire life,” 
she said. “I am blissfully happy 
right now. It’s not even like work. 
I’m getting the opportunity to fi- 
nally pursue what I want.” 


Emmaus can drive is a great success 


First year seminar 
class encourages 


volunteer efforts 
By Sains RICHARDS 
Features Editor 


Andrea Spinelli has been 
working in the Learning Ac- 
commodations Center as well as 


Community outreach group at 


NECC student-run 
club contributes to 


community action 
By Nick PANTINAS 


Correspondent 

Students at NECC looking to 
make a difference in their com- 
munity can join the Community 
Outreach Group (COG) here at 
NECC. The group is involved in 
humanitarian work, such as as- 
sisting the hungry, helping peo- 
ple with illnesses and working 
on community service projects to 
clean up the surrounding commu- 


nity. 


teaching at NECC for five years. 
Her contagious smile reveals a 
genuine enthusiasm for what she 
does at the college. 

Spinelli teaches a class called 
First Year Seminar for students 
who are interested in learning 
more about the college. The class 
is a three-credit course. 

In the class, students take tours 
to the Tutoring Center, Chester 


The club is student-run, mean- 
ing that the students make the de- 
cisions of what particular cause 
the club wants to contribute to. 

“Students who decide to par- 
ticipate in this program will go 
around to different communities, 
and meet and work with new 
people,” said Meredith Gunning, 
who is the NECC faculty member 
in charge of organizing the club. 
She said students can expect to 
make connections that can last 
for years. 

COG also offers students the 
chance to add more experience to 
their resume, improve the lives of 
others and at the same time, give 


W. Hawrylciw Theater and Sports 
and Fitness Center as a way to 
become familiar with the campus 
and get involved. 

To give her students some 
motivation, Spinelli offers them 
extra credit for any time they go 
to the gym, library or Tutoring 
Center. 

“My classes have always been 
full,” she said. 


them a better work ethic. 

The problems people face, 
whether they have disabilities, 
can’t afford enough food for the 
week or just need help perform- 
ing basic tasks all can be ad- 
dressed by the community out- 
reach group. 

COG also deals with environ- 
mental issues, and ways to im- 
prove things locally such as recy- 
cling programs. 

Nicholas Stuart, the president 
of COG, said, “Any student inter- 
ested in joining this club should 
talk to Meredith Gunning, the 
organizer for all the clubs events. 
She can tell you about the type 


Each semester, she asks her 
students to bring in cans for a can 
drive for Emmaus House. 

This is the fourth year that she 
has organized and contributed to 
the local can drive. It was a great 
success. 

“It is important to donate, and 
I like getting my class involved 
in any way I can. Every semes- 
ter, they always come through 


of work we do and the upcoming 
events we have planned.” 

Gunning said that on April 
22, the group will participate in 
a cleaning of the local area, pick- 
ing up trash and helping to make 
Haverhill a cleaner place. 

On May 1, there will be a walk 
for hunger in Boston, for which 
members of the club will receive 
free transit to the city. Students 
who participate will know they 
have done a great thing for the 
community. 

Any NECC student who is in- 
terested but is not a member of 
the club is welcome to partici- 
pate if they can provide their own 


and give more than I expect,” she 
said. 

She gives her students a few 
other choices to donate to differ- 
ent charities, whether it be a toy, 
clothing or coat drive. 

Her students have always been 
more than supportive when the 
opportunity arises for them make 
a donation. 


NECC 


transportation. 

Nate Miller, a sophomore at 
NECC, said, “I think it’s great 
that this school has so many dif- 
ferent clubs for students to join. 
Having a club that cares about the 
local environment and the people 
in the community is a great thing 
for the school’s reputation.” 

Any student who is not sure 
about joining but is curious about 
this club can attend weekly meet- 
ings on Fridays in room C-105. 
For the time in which the meet- 
ings take place, students can talk 
to Gunning in her office, room 
C-317E. 


Page 9 * NECC Observer * Feb. 24, 2016 


More 


() observer.necc.mass.edu @theneccobserver 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


At Boston journalism conference, 


| and 


NECC professor moderates panel 


Professor Amy Callahan 
discusses the education of 
millennial journalists 


By CLreo BriGHAM 
Staff Writer 


NECC journalism Pro- 
fessor and Journalism/ 
Communication Program 
Coordinator Amy Callahan 
has recently become the rep- 
resentative for journalism in 
higher education on the New 
England Society of News 
Editors (NESNE) Board of 
Governors. 

Last September, Calla- 
han was recommended by 
the former higher educa- 
tion representative who was 
leaving the board. NESNE is 
partnered with the New En- 
gland Newspaper and Press 
Association and meets in 
Dedham. 

The Board of Governors 
advocates for high-quality 
journalism. According to 
| their website, their mission 
is to increase the influence 
of newsroom managers and 
content producers by pro- 
viding workshops and semi- 


nars for students and profes- 
sionals. 
The focus of these work- 


| shops are to build social me- 


dia skills, increase audience 
improve investigative 
| reporting. NESNE is the 
only New England organiza- 
tion that sponsors an award 
| for the best college news- 


| 


| paper. They also host an 


annual conference for their 
members in October, as well 
as the Yankee Quill Awards 
that recognize talented jour- 
nalists and publishers from 
newspapers and organiza- 
tions. 

“I’m happy to be doing 
the work with the board to 
create better opportunities 
for my students and to advo- 
cate for NECC,” said Calla- 
han. 

Among reporters, editors, 
news directors, and repre- 
sentatives from news radio 
stations, Callahan is the only 
educator on the board. 

Her main goal is to advo- 


cate for student journalists, 
especially those in public 
education and community 
colleges. Touching on the 
many talented private uni- 
versities in Massachusetts, 
she said, “I think students 
at community colleges and 
in the public realm of higher 
education often get left be- 
hind.” 

In addition to the Board 
of Governors, Callahan ad- 
vocates for student journal- 
ists by also holding a chair 
on the board of directors for 
HC Media, Haverhill’s cable 
access provider. She also co- 
ordinates the internship pro- 
gram for communications 
students at NECC. 

“It’s really important to 
me that my students have 
opportunities to work in real 
life,” she said, adding that 
she believes the real-life ex- 
perience students are able 


content. 
- Fred Bayles 


to get through internships is 
vital to their education. “The 
expected skills for young 
journalists who are entering 
the workforce are changing 
with technology.” 

As well as advocating 
for her Communication stu- 
dents, Callahan wants to 
encourage them to be a part 
of the training seminars and 
conventions NESNE has to 
offer. This past weekend, 
Callahan moderated a panel 
at this years annual NENPA 
convention held at the Bos- 
ton Park Plaza Hotel on Feb. 
19 and 20. 

Her panel was entitled 
“Meet the Millennials: 
Training the Next Genera- 
tion of Journalists.” 

She discussed what’s 
happening in campus jour- 
nalism with professionals 
in the journalism education 
field, including Fred Bayles 
of Boston University’s Col- 
lege of Communication, 
Maureen Boyle of Stonehill 


College, Justin A. Petty of 
Roxbury Community Col- 
lege and BJ Roche of UMass 
Amherst. 

Callahan opened up a dis- 
cussion about the challenges 
that students and educators 
face today. The panel mem- 
bers stressed the importance 
of young journalists being 
able to work on multiple 
media platforms while not 
forgetting the fundamentals 
of the craft. 

“We have to be careful 
not to forsake the basics of 
content,” said Bayles, “the 
basics of -how you report, 
and how you convey the sto- 

“The published word is 
what really has to be focused 
on,” added Boyle. 

Many of the panel mem- 
bers emphasized the im- 
portance of the basics of 
journalistic writing as op- 
posed to the academic style 
students are accustomed to 
writing in. Bayles comment- 
ed that some students mis- 
understand the style of basic 
news stories, because they 
are surrounded by uncon- 
ventional news stories. 

Roche also touched on 
the fact that millennials typ- 
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We have to be careful not to forsake the basics of 


ically want to read articles 
that have voice and point of 
view, however it is crucial to 
know the difference between 
news and opinion. She went 
on to comment on how it is 
essential that millennials are 
able to tell stories through 
various mediums while up- 
holding the basic journalis- 
tic style as well. 

Bayles commented on 
the number of students who 
want to blog rather than re- 
port. “We don’t want your 
opinion,” he said. “You have 
to figure out how to present 
facts so your audience can 
make a rational decision 
about the facts you’re giving 
them.” 

In addition, the conven- 
tion covered topics from 
other professionals such as 
news, advertising, news cir- 
culation, newspaper opera- 
tions, and new technology 
through workshops, training 
sessions, seminars, panels 
and guest speakers. 


Photo by Cleo Brigham 


Members of the panel “Meet the Millennials: Training the Next Gener- 


ation of Journalists” discuss journalism education with Amy Callahan 
(pictured here, furthest from the left). 
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Knights’ regular season comes to a close 


Knights end season 
with a 17-10-record 


By Ky.e BENson 


Sports Editor 

The regular season has come 
to a close for the Knights basket- 
ball team. Their last 2 games of 
the season came on the road: they 
played at Dean College on Feb. 
1] and their final regular sea- 
son game on Feb. 13 at Holyoke 
Community College. 

The team may have played 
their worst game of the season 
when they visited Dean, losing 
113-79. An impressive statistic 
came out of the game though: 
Dean scored on 100% of their 
shot attempts. They went 50-50. It 
was obviously great for Dean but 
it is also impressive that NECC’s 
defense actually did not defend 
any of those shots successfully. It 
is very hard not to stop one shot 
attempt the whole game. Dean 
also racked up 51 total rebounds. 


It was a poor game for every 
player with the exceptions of 
Dominic Dar and Matt Jameson. 
Dar has been the end of season 
MVP, playing red hot as of late, 
he scored 26 points and went 
5-11 on 3-point attempts this 
game. Jameson scored 16 points. 

Dean’s leading scorers were 
Charles Correa, who scored 24 
points, and Shawn Shelton, who 
snagged 20 points. 

After Dean, NECC traveled 
to Holyoke Community College, 
where they would bounce back 
with a really close win, beating 
Holyoke 77-72. Once again Dar 
was the best player on the court, 
hitting 5 of 11 of his 3-point at- 
tempts and scoring a total of 27 
points, with Kevin Brito right be- 
hind, who scored 22 points. 

Mahmood Bey and Marquise 
Caudill led in points for Holyoke, 
scoring 26 and 21 points respec- 
tively. 

The Knights ended the season 


with a winning 17-10 record, and 
in third place in the Region be- 
hind number 1 Bunker Hill and 
number 2 Bristol. Their home 
court record was 7-6, while their 
away record was a little better at 
10-4. 

Athletic Director Sue MacA- 
voy is proud and excited with the 
results of the season. 

“TJ knew from the beginning 
we had a special team, and with 
all the adversities that they faced 
this year, it’s just amazing that 
they’re finishing third in the re- 
gion,” MacAvoy said. “I’m just 
proud of them, the way that they 
came together, that they stayed as 
a team. A loss of some very key 
players from the top scorer to I 
think one of our captains who just 
really kept them together because 
he had surgery on his leg.” 

Almost immediately after the 
season the Knights entered the 
MCCAC tournament but lost in 
their first game against Bristol, 
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Dominic Dar looking for someone to pass to in traffic. | 


109-75. 


Region 21 playoffs. On Wednes- | 


They have another chance to day, Feb. 24, they will face} 


win a postseason tournament, the 


Springfield Tech at home. | 


The Knights end of the season team photograph. 


After a few years 
off, NECC hires new 


volleyball coach 
By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 

After a three-year hiatus, 
women’s volleyball is back at 
NECC. 

New Head Coach Monica 
Reum was just hired recently. She 
is a Merrimack College student 
doing her fellowship at NECC. 

Athletic Director Sue MacA- 
voy had a lot to say about the 
volleyball program returning to 
NECC, why the program ended 
in 2013 and Reum herself. 

“We posted (the head coach 
job) at the end of November, after 
the end of the high school season, 
because I figured we wouldn’t 
really have people come to in- 
terview or express their interest 


during the middle of the season. 
So we waited until after that, we 
posted it, we let it stay open all 
over break and then I started do- 
ing interviews about two weeks 
ago,” MacAvoy said. 

MacAvoy also explained what 
happened at the end of the 2013 
season 

“Part of that stop 
wound up resigning (from the 
head coach position). With add- 
ing softball and cross country, 
there were more sports I had to 
oversee in the fall and throughout 
the year, so I wouldn’t have been 
able to give it all my time. We 
started looking for a coach a little 
too late, and there was no recruit- 
ing done at that time so we had 
no coach or players to step in,” 
MacAvoy said. “I was going to 
step in if we had enough students 
that expressed interest, but there 
wasn’t any recruiting done.” 


was that I 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


As for Reum, MacAvoy said 
she found the new head coach 
very quickly and unexpectedly. 

“I was actually in a meeting 
with someone on campus and 
they mentioned to me about a 
person, Monica, who is doing the 
(Merrimack Fellowship program) 
here,” MacAvoy said. “She men- 
tioned volleyball like she was in- 
terested. Later that afternoon she 
wound up applying.” 

MacAvoy said she’s very hap- 
py that all this has worked out 
and that the program is finally 
back in action. 

“We've given it time, we’ve 
got a coach in, hopefully we'll 
have plenty of time in between 
now and the fall to do some re- 
cruiting and get out there and 
hopefully have a good season,” 
MacAvoy said. “Monica will be 
a great fit, she has a little bit of 
experience on campus and knows 
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Matt Lynch and Dominic Dar playing defense. 


Women’s volleyball is back at NECC 


Photo by NECC Athletics 


The last time NECC had volleyball was 2013. 


people. She’s young, she’s a 


graduate student, she has a ton of 


energy, she loves volleyball.” 

If you are interested in joining 
the women’s volleyball team or 
know someone who is, contact 


Monica Reum at (978) 556-3000 
or mreum@necc.mass.edu. You 
can also contact Sue MacAvoy at 
(978) 556-3820 or smacavoy@ 
necc.mass.edu. 
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say about her old coach- 


New head coach for softball team 


Hobbs now hired as 


head coach 
By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 

The softball team is going into 
their third season and they have a 
new head coach. 

Kendra Hobbs has taken over 
for former Head Coach Robert 
Gillespie. Hobbs has been an as- 
sistant coach on the team for the 
past two seasons and has a ton of 
experience in the sport. 

“T started playing baseball 
when I was 5 years old. I played 
up until my freshman year of high 
school. When I made the varsity 
softball team, I decided to switch 
over for good. I played all four 
years for Whittier Tech’s outfield. 
I then went on to play four years 
at MCLA (Massachusetts Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts) and I contin- 
ue to play even now in modified 
leagues,” Hobbs said. 

During her junior year of col- 
lege, her high school volleyball 
coach, who she calls her men- 
tor, asked Hobbs to be an assis- 
tant coach on a traveling softball 
team, the Northeast Hurricanes. 


o 
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Hobbs eagerly accepted the po- 
sition. 

Hobbs has also been coaching 
an AAU for six years now. In to- 
tal, she has been playing softball 
for 17 years and coaching the 
sport for six years. 

She says her one of favorite 
aspects of coaching softball is 
seeing her players succeed. 

“T have always had a love for 
the game. It’s very much a men- 
tal game, and you have so many 
things to think about at once. My 
favorite thing about coaching is 
seeing my athletes succeed, or 
seeing something click for them 
that they have been working so 
hard to get; setting goals high and 
reaching them. Like I said, it’s 
all mental, so if you can focus on 
what you want, you will be able 
to overcome the obstacle,” Hobbs 
said. 

Former Head Coach Gillespie 
did not leave NECC on bad terms 
by any means; on the contrary, he 
actually went and ended up get- 
ting his dream job. He will now 
be coaching softball at Newbury- 
port High School, which is in his 
hometown. He may also be teach- 
ing at the school at some point. 
Hobbs had only good things to 


QUINNIPIAG. 
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Hamden, Connecticut 


ing partner. 

“Bob has taught me 
a few things. I would go 
with Bob recruiting to [ 
meet potential athletes, 
he taught me how to in- 
troduce yourself to the 
athlete and their family, 
and also how important it }¥ 
is to stay in contact with }) 
the athlete, even if they 
have already committed 
to NECC. Recruiting is 
a huge part of building [= 
a program. Without him }~ 
we would not be where 
we are right now and |) 
with the athletes we have 


on our roster,” Hobbs 

said. F 
Over the two years 

Gillespie _ was head 


coach, the team had 4 
wins and 17 losses. It 
was certainly because 
of a learning curve over 
a couple years that they 
lost so many games. 
Hobbs has high expecta- 
tions for this year’s team, though. 

“T have extremely high expec- 
tations for this season. We have 
a talented group of athletes that 


Beyond the box 
score: Robert Barry 


Photo by NECC Athletics 
The softball team in a game last season. 


already have great chemistry off 
the field I cannot wait to see how 
they mesh on the field,” Hobbs 
said. 


“T expect to win our confer- 
ence, and believe we can make it 
to regionals with the talent, heart 
and endurance we have.” 
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Second year ball 
player looking 


forward to season 
By Micuart Mawson 
Correspondent 

Robert Barry will try 
to help the NECC Knights 
Baseball team make it to 
their fifth consecutive NJ- 
CAA World Series appear- 
ance this spring. Last year’s 
team finished with a record 
of 28-4, including a perfect 
13-0 record against their 
conference. 

The journey has already 
begun, as the team started 
practicing on Feb. 1. The first 
game of the season is March 
13, when the Knights will 
take on Herkimer College at 
the RussMatt Central Florida 
Invitational, which will also 
be the kickoff to their begin- 
ning-of-the-season Florida 
trip. 

Barry has been playing 
baseball all his life, starting 
when he was 4 years old 
playing T-ball. He credits 
his brothers and his dad for 
influencing him to start play- 
ing the sport. Barry, a second 
year Liberal Arts major, has 
just started his second year 
with the Knights ball club. 
A starting pitcher standing 6 
feet tall, he wears number 13 


on the diamond. 

Barry is coming off a 
strong first season with the 
Knights, finishing with a 
personal record of 3-0 in six 
relief appearances, as well as 
starting one game. The right 
hander logged a total of 22.1 
innings and had a respectable 
ERA of 4.43. 

As far as personal goals 
for the season, Barry said, 
“T want to try and keep my 
ERA low, and limit the runs 
allowed so the team has a 
chance to win.” The team 
goal, according to Barry, is to 
make it to the World Series. 

John Sirois is an outfield- 
er for the Knights. Sirois and 
Barry have been teammates 
on the diamond since high 
school. Sirois had this to say 
about Barry: “I don’t know 
too many people that can 
throw the ball like he can. 
He throws the ball hard but 
I think his curveball is his 
money pitch.” 

Sirois added that he trusts 
Barry on the mound, and that 
Barry trusts him in the field, 
which helps make the duo 
from Pentucket High School 
so successful. 

Dave Brindamour, an in- 
fielder on this years team, had 
this to say about Barry: “He’s 
a great teammate. He’s al- 
ways picking his teammates 


up through the good and the 
bad.” Brindamour and Barry 
have been teammates for five 
years. 

Barry credits his parents 
for helping him become a 
collegiate athlete. 

“T was thinking about 
quitting baseball once I got 
to high school,” he said. 

“My parents kept pushing 
me to keep playing, and I’ve 
never thought about quitting 
since.” 

The proudest moment of 
Barry’s athletic career so far 
was beating the previous- 
ly-undefeated North Read- 
ing High School Hockey 
team while playing hockey 
for Pentucket Regional High 
School. 

When not on the dia- 
mond, Barry finds himself 
keeping busy. 

He is taking five courses 
this semester, and also works 
part time as a janitor. Barry 
estimates he spends around 
12-15 hours a week on aca- 
demics, another 12-15 dedi- 
cated to baseball and another 
15 at his job. 

Barry is looking to trans- 
fer to a four-year university 
and continue to play base- 
ball. When the time comes to 
hang up his cleats, Barry says 
he would love to find a way 
to stay involved in baseball. 
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_ Deadpool’ brings the laughs, but 


loses steam with lame ori 


By Jow1 MELI 
Copy Editor 

“Deadpool” 

xn, 

1 have to be honest: sometimes 
being a critic makes me feel like a 
curmudgeon. Sitting in the movie 
theater watching “Deadpool,” I must 
have laughed out loud hard 
more than three dozen times. And 
yet, trying to analyze my overall feel- 
ings with the movie, I have to admit 
I came away feeling rather cold. Per- 
haps that’s because, like so many oth- 
er superhero movies of this day and 
age, “Deadpool” spends far too little 
time on its best qualities and far too 
much on a heavy-handed, unpleasant 
and entirely unnecessary origin story. 

Not that this should be considered 
any sort of standard superhero movie 
On the contrary, the titular hero — af- 
fectionately known as the “Mere with 
a Mouth” — is better described as a 
walking send-up of superhero tropes, 
particularly those of the “dark and 
edgy” variety. You know, basically 
all the superhero movies we've seen 
in the last decade or so, barring de- 
lights like 2014’s “Guardians of the 
Galaxy.” Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) 
swears, wisecracks and unlike 


that goody-two-shoes from Gotham 

doesn’t shy away from killing his 
enemies in the bloodiest and most 
grotesque of ways, all the while pok- 
ing fun at the cliches and limitations 
of the genre. 

These parts of the movie, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, are the best. The sub- 
versive humor actually begins right 
away, with one of the funniest and 
most memorable title sequences in 
I'd hate to spoil it, 
so let’s just say the film accomplishes 


recent memory 


quite a feat in finding not just a hilari- 
ous, but also a visually stunning, way 
to catch your attention with the open- 
ing credits. And when this film has 
you in stitches, it doesn’t let up: the 
red-suited hero’s constant barrage of 
witty one-liners, twisted monologues 
and off-color play-by-play commen- 
tary is a sublime exercise in nonstop, 
sneeze-and-you' ll-miss-it 
It’s rude, crude and more than a little 
sick: if you’ve heard about the peti- 


comedy 


tion to release a PG-13 version of the 
film (started when an 8-year-old boy 
begged his mother to let him see it), 
you'll be laughing at the very idea of 
an edited version from the first five 
A PG-13 iteration of this 
movie would leave the vast majority 


minutes. 


of it on the cutting-room floor, and 
even then, it still wouldn’t be appro- 
priate for an 8-year-old. 

If the film’s jokes are like a box- 
er’s punches belting you left and 
right at high speed, its origin story is 
like a sedative that brings his energy 
and power levels down to danger- 
ously low levels. You could flick that 
guy in the forehead and knock him 
out and that’s about how flimsy 
it feels whenever “Deadpool” de- 
cides to drop the jokes and actually 
roll out its “narrative,” which is it- 
self I feel it a crime to dedicate more 
than a sentence to it. So here you go: 
Mercenary Wade Wilson meets a girl 
(Morena Baccarin) he finally thinks 
he might settle down with, but is un- 
fortunately diagnosed with cancer, 
thus causing him to be tricked into 
“treatment” (read: torture) by an evil 
British man (Ed Skrein) that makes 
him ugly and turns him into the su- 
perhero Deadpool. All right, all right, 
here’s one more sentence: Boo hoo, 
the girl he liked surely won’t like his 
ugly face now, unless he just happens 
to save her from capture by the same 
dude who tortured him in the first 
place. 

The biggest problem, of course, is 


gin story 
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Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) lounges in his film debut. 


that Deadpool himself spends most 
of his time onscreen punching ir- 
reverent holes through these sort of 
hackneyed “tragic superhero” tropes 
— so the absence of laughs and lame 
attempts to get us to care about him 
during these “backstory” sections 
ring so false that | found myself 
wishing I had a fast-forward button. 
Better yet, I wish Deadpool him- 
self had popped up onscreen to take 
us past all the touchy-feely garbage. 
After all, he’s known for his constant 
fourth-wall-breaking in the com- 
ics, and a little of that would have 


helped immensely here — partic- 
ularly during the long, dispensable 
and frankly unpleasant scenes where 
Wilson is being subjected to torture. 
I didn’t come here to watch Ryan 
Reynolds in agony, | came here to 
laugh. 

So go ahead, tell me I have no 
sense of humor. Just know this: | 
laughed long and loud through the 
funny sections of “Deadpool.” My 
only real complaint, and it’s a big 
one, is that | wish there were more of 
those sections to laugh at in the first 
place 


